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EPA Seeks Additional Review for SPCC Final Rule

The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is amending the
Spill, Prevention, Control and
Countermeasure (SPCC) rule as
published in the December 5,
2008 Federal register. The
amendments will provide in-
creased clarity, to tailor require-
ments to particular industry
sectors, and to streamline cer-
tain requirements for those facil-
ity owners or operators subject
to the rule, which should result
in greater protection to human
health and the environment.

Consistent with the Office of
Management and Budget's Janu-
ary 21, 2009 memorandum re-

garding regulatory review, EPA is
extending by 60 days the effec-
tive date of the December 5,
2008 SPCC final rule.
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The amendments will become
effective on April 4, 2009.

The regulations contain require-
ments for oil spill prevention,
preparedness, and response to
prevent oil discharges to naviga-
ble waters and adjoining shore-
lines. Through the December
regulation, EPA sought to en-
courage greater compliance with
the SPCC regulations by clarify-
ing regulatory requirements,
tailoring requirements to par-
ticular industry sectors, and
streamlining certain require-
ments for facility owners or
operators subject to the rule.

In addition to extending the ef-
fective date, EPA is also provid-
(Continued on page 2)

NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules
Re-adoption & Amendments  [§

Effective October 6, 2008 and
expiring September 4, 2013, The
NJDEP is readopting the Fresh-
water Wetlands Protection Act
(FWPA) Rules, N.J.A.C. 7:7A,

with amendments. The FWPA

rules establish the procedures by

| which the Department reviews

permit applications under the
FWPA (NJ.S.A. [3:9B-1| et seq.).

As authorized by the statute, the
FWPA rules govern the removal,
excavation, disturbance or
dredging, drainage or disturbance
of the water level or water table,
dumping, discharging or filling
with any materials, driving of
pilings, and placing of obstruc-
tions in a freshwater wetland,

and the destruction of plant life
which would alter the character
of a freshwater wetland, includ-
ing the cutting of trees.

The FWPA rules also regulate
the discharge of dredge and fill
material in State open waters.
Finally, the FWPA rules prohibit
within a wetland transition area
(an upland area that may extend
50 or 150 feet from the wetland
boundary depending upon the
wetland classification): removal,
excavation, or disturbance of
soil, dumping or filling, erection
of structures, placement of pave-
ment and the destruction of
plant life that would alter the
existing pattern of vegetation.

Some of the important items to
note included with the rule
adoption are:

e  The rule gives planning
boards (both local and
county) the authority to
require Letters of Interpre-
tation as an administrative
completeness checklist
item.

e  The rule requires that Gen-
eral Permit applications
include a plan depicting the
extent of wetlands on the
entirety of the property,
regardless of the size of the

(Continued on page 3)
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“The regulations

contain requirements

for oil spill prevention,

preparedness, and
response to prevent oil
discharges to
navigable waters and

adjoining shorelines.”

(Continued from page 1)
ing a 30-day public comment
period for the December 5,
2008 SPCC final rule.

While the agency will accept
public comment on all aspects
of this rule, EPA is particularly
interested in comment on the
requirements for produced
water containers at oil pro-
duction facilities and the crite-
ria for identification of quali-
fied oil production facilities
eligible to self-certify their
SPCC plans.

In addition, EPA is requesting
public comment on the 60-day

extension of the effective date
of the December 5, 2008 final
rule. Comments are due 30
days after the date of publica-
tion in the Federal Register.

The agency is also reviewing
the dates by which owners or
operators of facilities must
prepare or amend their SPCC
plans, and implement the plans.
EPA intends to address these
compliance dates in a separate
notice.

Neither this extension, nor
the December 5, 2008 pro-
posed final rule, remove any
regulatory requirement for

EPA Seeks Additional Review for SPCC Final Rule

owners or operators of facili-
ties in operation before Au-
gust 16, 2002 to maintain an
SPCC plan in accordance with
the SPCC regulations. (From
the EPA’s Website—Washington,
D.C. — Jan. 30, 2009)

For more information about
the SPCC regulations, please
visit the EPA Emergency Man-

agement website. A copy of
the rule is also available.

This final rule is effective
February 3, 2009.

EPA Awards Grant to Drexel Universily for Waler Research

The EPA has granted funding to
a Drexel University professor
in order to facilitate the com-
pletion of five years of research
into a new device that can
rapidly detect a harmful class of
toxins that threatens drinking
water. The EPA announced
this $599,999 grant to Drexel
University at a campus event
on September 29, 2008.

pennsylvania

On December 6, 2008, a no-
tice was published in the PA
Bulletin to provide information
about persons who have ap-
plied for a new, amended or
renewed NPDES or WQM
permit, a permit waiver for
certain stormwater discharges
or submitted a Notice of Intent
(NOI) for coverage under a
general permit.

The applications concern, but
are not limited to, discharges
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The Professor, Raj
Mutharasan, is the principal
researcher and developer of
an ultra-sensitive device that is
capable of detecting, within
minutes, the presence of
cyanotoxins in rivers, lakes and
streams used for drinking wa-
ter. Cyanotoxins is a class of
bacteria linked to fish kills,
kidney problems, and cancer.

(Continued on page 3)

PADEP: the Clean Streams Law

related to industrial, animal or
sewage waste, discharges to
groundwater, discharges associ-
ated with municipal separate
storm sewer systems (MS4),
stormwater associated with
construction activities or con-
centrated animal feeding opera-
tions (CAFOs).

This notice was provided in
accordance with The Clean
Streams Law and the Federal

and the Federal Clean Water Act

Clean Water Act, and refers
to Sections | through VII per-
mits.

For NPDES renewal applica-
tions in Section |, the PADEP
has made a tentative determi-
nation to reissue permits for
5 years, subject to effluent
limitations and monitoring,
and reporting requirements in
their current permits, with

(Continued on page 3)


http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2008/December/Day-05/f28159.htm
http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-WASTE/2008/December/Day-05/f28159.htm
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/emergencies/content/spcc/index.htm
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PADEP: the Clean Streams Law and the Federal Clean Water Act

(Continued from page 2)

appropriate and necessary updated
requirements to reflect new and
changed regulations and other re-

quirements.

For applications for new NPDES
permits and renewal applications
with major changes in Section Il
Sections IV, and VI, the Depart-
ment has made a tentative determi-
nation of proposed effluent limita-
tions and other terms and condi-

tions for the permit applications.

Unless indicated otherwise, the
EPA has waived the right to review

or object to proposed NPDES
permit actions under the waiver

provision in 40 CFR 123.24(d).

Persons wishing to comment on an
NPDES application are invited to
submit a statement to the regional
office noted before an application
within 30 days from the date of this

public notice.

Persons wishing to comment on a
WQM permit application are in-
vited to submit a statement to the
regional office noted before the
application within 15 days from the
date of this public notice. Com-

ments received within the re-
spective comment periods will
be considered in the final deter-
minations regarding the applica-
tions. Comments should include
the name, address and tele-
phone number of the writer and
a concise statement to inform
the Department of the exact
basis of a comment and the
relevant facts upon which it is

based.

The Department will also ac-
cept requests for a public hear-
ing on applications. A public
hearing may be held if the re-

sponsible office considers
the public response signifi-
cant.

If a hearing is scheduled, a
notice of the hearing will be
published in the Pennsyl-
vania Bulletin and a newspa-
per of general circulation
within the relevant geo-
graphical area. The Depart-
ment will postpone its final
determination until after a
public hearing is held.

The complete notice is
available on the PA Bulletin
website.

EPA Awards Grant to Drexel University for Water Research

(Continued from page 2)

ment and health breakthroughs

His goal is to get the device com-

"Drexel's research strengthens our
ability to protect the public's
health," said Donald S. Welsh,
EPA's mid-Atlantic Regional Admin-
istrator.

"Because of Professor Mutharasan's
work, the people who are on the
front lines ensuring safe drinking
water will one day be even better
equipped.”

gained by the invention of blood glu-
cose monitoring devices. Like those
commerecially-available devices, his
project would make it possible to get
an accurate measurement, easily and
rapidly without laboratory analysis.

“The ability to measure cyanotoxins
at levels almost a billion-fold lower

and at low cost provides a great ca-
pability for our officials in charge of

mercially manufactured to help pre-
vent potentially wide-spread damage
caused by cyanotoxins.

Mutharasan's technology would
allow water test results in 10 to 15
minutes, whereas the existing
method to test for cyanotoxins can
take up to three days, leaving com-
munities open to exposure to con-
taminated water.

safe water supply,” said Mutharasan,
who expects to complete the project
in about three years.

Mutharasan likened the value of his
work to the technological advance-

NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act Rules

Register and can be found on

the NJDEP’s website.

have been deed restricted
and recorded.

disturbances being proposed could
not be avoided).

(Continued from page 1)

property or of the amount
of proposed disturbance.

e  The adoption codifies the
Department’s current prac-
tice of requiring new Tran-
sition Area applications if a
project has not been con-
structed during the initial
five year permit period,
even in cases where Wet-
land Transition Area limits

The NJDEP did not adopt, re-
quirements for monetary com-
pensation for activities authorized
by most General Permits, nor did
it adopt the proposed require-
ment that wetland disturbances
authorized by General Permits be
“minimized” (meaning that the
applicant must explain to the
Department’s satisfaction why the

The NJDEP has re-proposed a
requirement that mitigation be
required for underground utility
lines, isolated wetlands, minor
road crossings, outfall structures,
above-ground utility lines permits.

The complete document was pub-
lished in the
New Jersey
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http://www.nj.gov/dep/rules/adoptions.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol38/38-49/2203.html
http://www.pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol38/38-49/2203.html
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6901 Kingsessing Ave., 1500 Shallcross Ave., REPSG sees the potential in plain. The extraordinary in ordi-
Suite 201 Suite 2B nary. The opportunity in crisis. And, we have the experi-
P.O. Box 5377 Second Floor ence, contacts, resources and a proven business approach to
Philadelphia, PA 19142 Wilmington, DE 19806 see every property, problem and project for what it really
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- Address book update:
REPSG now has an office
" in Wilmington, Delaware!!

Thanda After School - International Quireach

In September of 2008 Ron Feingold, powerment for the students, addi- nity members to find sustainable
an Environmental Risk Analyst who tional tutoring, emphasis on creativ- solutions to unemployment and pov-
has been employed at REPSG since ity, sports, and other engaging activi- erty. Thanda After-School is a new
2007, took his second trip to Africa ties. method of orphan care, HIV preven-
and spent his vacation in South Africa tion, and poverty alleviation that
volunteering with Thanda After- Thanda After-School also works with focuses on long-term changes rather
School. grade |2 students to create employ- than band-aid solutions.

ment opportunities and with commu-
During his time in South Africa Although a permanent project,

Thanda After-School is also a
pilot for this model to develop a
structure and curriculum that can
be replicated in other schools in
South Africa. With a school in
every village, Thanda believes
that South Africa will be able use
this model to provide care and
alleviate poverty. During the first
2 years, Thanda will be develop-
ing a model curriculum book so
that other schools can replicate
this program themselves.

with Thanda After-School he
helped to run the basketball pro-
gram teaching the students and
instructor skills, drills and rules
necessary to understanding the
fundamentals of basketball. Ron
helped the children with their
studies, after school work and all
tasks that needed a hand.

Thanda After-School evolved
from years of research on or-
phans and vulnerable children in
KwaZulu-Natal. Thanda After-
School offers what a poor rural For more information please visit
school cannot- motivation and em- Ron Feingold & Thanda After-  their website.

School Students



http://www.thandaproject.org/

